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Sir: 

In response to the Notice of Allowance mailed on September 14,2004, which 
indicated claims 1-18 are allowed. Applicants respectfully request that claims 13 be amended 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 3 12 as set forth herein below. Applicants respectfully submit that this 
amen dm ent is proper, since the issue fee has not been paid. 


T nf claims: 

1. A process for preparing a hydrocyanation catalyst comprising contacting at 
least one bidentate phosphorus-containing ligand selected from the group consisting of 

phosphites, bidentate phosphinites, and bidentate phosphines with nickel chloride in 
the presence of a nitrile solvent and a reducing metal which is more electropositive than 
nickel, the nickel chloride being in molar excess with respect to the reducing metal in a molar 
ratio of 1.1:1 to 100:1. 

2, The process of cl aim 1 wherein the reducing metal is selected from the group 
consisting of Na, Li, K, Mg, Ca, Ba, Sr, Ti, V, Fe, Co, Cu, Zn, Cd, Al, Ga, In, and Sn. 
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Certificate of Transmission under 37 CFR 1.8 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office 


on_ November 19,2004 

Date 



Audrey Johnson 

Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 


Note: Each paper must have its own certificate of transmission, or this certificate 
must identify each submitted paper. 

Amendment - Serial No. 09/994,102 (P11140 US NA) 


Thi* coitactjop or information ts required by 37 CFR 1,8. The information Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which la to file (and by the USPTO to 
preceu) an application. Confidentiality it governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. Thi* con action it astimatad to taka 1.8 minuto* to comptote, Indudhg 
gathering, preparing, and mbmpng the completed application form to the uspto. Time will vary depending upon tfia individual eaaa. Any ccmrnanta on trie 
amount of dma you require to complete this form and/or sqeflestlons tor reducing tola burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, u.S, Department of cemnttree. p.o. Box use, Alexandria, va 22313-1450. □□ not send fees or completed forms to this 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O, Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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